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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This Office Action is in response to Applicants' Request for Reconsideration filed on October : 
19, 2004. Claims 1 1-20 have been cancelled. Claims 1-10 and 21-46 are presented for further = 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are . 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the ; 
manner in which the invention was made. ; 

2. . Claims 1-10 and 21-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over • 
Hamlin et al (hereinafter, "Hamlin", US Pub. No. 2004/0193479) in view of Frerichs et al 
(hereinafter, "Frerichs", 6,684,249). 

As per claim 1, Hamlin teaches a screening and survey selection system and method 
comprising: 

• a survey queue having a plurality of queue slots, each of said plurality of queue slots 
including a survey available for a respondent (abstract, paragraphs 0053 and 0130); and 

• a screener block question generator adapted to develop a plurality of screener block 
questions that determine if said respondent is qualified to participate in a survey 
corresponding to said selected one of said plurality of queue slots (paragraphs 0126- 
0127, 0130, 0141 and claims 1-2). 
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However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• a random number generator adapted to generate a number pertaining to a selected one of 
said plurality of queue slots as a function of at least one characteristic associated with : 
said respondent. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore, 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a random number generator adapted to generate a number pertaining =. 
to a selected one of said queue slots (memory) as a function of at least one characteristic 
associated with said respondent. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time j 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs 5 teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be; 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, ; 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claim 22, Hamlin discloses a computer system for effecting a screening and survey 
selection system over a computer network, comprising: 
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• a database coupled to said computer network and including a survey queue having a 
plurality of queue slots, each of said plurality of queue having a plurality of queue slots; 
including a survey available for respondent (abstract, paragraphs 0053 and 0130). 

a server associated with said database, including: 

• a screener block question generator adapted to develop a plurality of screener block 
questions that determine if said respondent is qualified to participate in a survey 
corresponding to said selected one of said plurality of queue slots (paragraphs 0126- 
0127, 0130, 0141 and claims 1-2). 

However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• a random number generator adapted to generate a number pertaining to a selected one of 
said plurality of queue slots as a function of at least one characteristic associated with = 
said respondent. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a - 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore, 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a random number generator adapted to generate a number pertaining ; 
to a selected one of said queue slots (memory) as a function of at least one characteristic 
associated with said respondent. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be; 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, ■ 
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for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner ; 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 
As per claims 2 and 22, Hamlin further discloses: 

• an access and control subsystem adapted to determine access rights of said respondent ; 
(paragraphs 0049-0050 and 0126). 

As per claims 3 and 23, Hamlin further discloses: 

• a control database that contains attributes associated with said respondent (paragraphs \ 
0125 and 0130). 

As per claims 4 and 24, Hamlin discloses wherein said attributes are selected from the 
group consisting of: 

• a screen name of said respondent, a login identification of said respondent, category 
codes for past surveys and completion dates of said past surveys taken by said 
respondent and last entry data to said screening and survey selection system by said 
respondent (paragraphs 0125 and 0130). 

As per claims 5 and 25, Hamlin further discloses: 

• a master screen adapted to develop questions that determine said characteristics 
(paragraphs 0057-0059 and 0064-0065). 
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As per claims 6 and 26, Hamlin discloses wherein said characteristics are selected from a : 
group consisting of: 

• a zip code of residence of said respondent, an age of said respondent, gender and ethic = 
background of said respondent, occupational information and composition of a 
household of said respondent and decision making criteria of said household of said 
respondent (paragraphs 0125 and 0130). 

As per claims 7 and 27, Hamlin further discloses: 

• a quota subsystem adapted to determine an availability of said survey corresponding to ; 
said selected one said plurality of queue slots (paragraphs 0105 and 0145). 

As per claims 8 and 28, Hamlin further discloses: 

• a survey quota file that contains status information regarding surveys located in said 
survey queue (paragraphs 0105 and 0145). 

As per claims 9 and 29, Hamlin further discloses: 

• a survey engine adapted to monitor a number of respondents accessing said screening : 
and survey selection system (paragraphs 0138 and 0145-0147). 

As per claims 10 and 30, Hamlin further discloses: 

• crediting file that contains benefit information associated with said respondent 
(paragraphs 0138 and 0145-0149). 

As per claims 31 and 42, Hamlin discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed ; 
above. 

However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the random number generator comprises a weighted random number generator; 
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Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore, 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a random number generator includes a weighted random number 
generator. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time ; 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be; 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, ; 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor ; 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner = 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claims 32, 38 and 43, Hamlin discloses: 

• a first queue slot and a second queue slot, a level of difficulty in qualifying for first 
survey included in the first queue slot and a level of difficulty in qualifying for a second 
survey included in the second queue slot (paragraphs 0064-0065 and 0098-0104). 

However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 
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• a weighted number generator that distinguish a level of weight to be assigned to the first 
and the second queue slots based on the realized levels of difficulty associated 
therewith. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore, 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a weighted random number generator that distinguishes a level of 
weight to be assigned to the first and second queue. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be; 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, j 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor \ 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner ■ 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claims 33, 39 and 44, Hamlin discloses the invention substantially as claimed as 
discussed above: 

However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein the weighted random number generator is configured to assign a level of weight 
to the first queue slot that is greater than the level of weight assigned to the second 
queue slot when the level of difficulty in qualifying for the first survey is greater than : 
the level of difficulty in qualifying for the second survey. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a . 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore^ 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a weighted random number generator that distinguishes a level of 
weight to be assigned to the first and second queue. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time : 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be- 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, ; 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor ; 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner j 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claims 34 and 45, Hamlin discloses: 

• wherein the screener block question generator is adapted to develop a plurality of 
screener block questions (col. 5, lines 58-67 and col. 6, lines 1-6). 
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However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• after the random number generator generates the number. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a : 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore; 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a random number generator generates a number. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time : 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be^ 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, \ 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor ; 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner j 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claims 35, 41 and 46, Hamlin discloses: 

• wherein the screener block question generator is adapted to develop a plurality of 
screener block questions that correspond to a subset of all screener block questions 
associated with the surveys included in the plurality of queue slots (paragraphs 0126- ; 
0127, 0130, 0141 and claims 1-2). 
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As per claim 36, Hamlin discloses the invention substantially as claimed as discussed 
above. 

However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• generating a number using a random number generator. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a \ 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore, 
Frerichs implicitly teaches a random number generator adapted to generate a number pertaining ; 
to a selected one of said queue slots (memory) as a function of at least one characteristic 
associated with said respondent. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time \ 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs' teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, i 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60], Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor | 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner : 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 

As per claim 37, Hamlin discloses the invention substantially as claimed as discussed 
above. 
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However, Hamlin does not explicitly disclose: 

• generating a number using a weighted random number generator. 

Frerichs teaches a method for downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory 
storage that allows advertisements to be randomly selected based upon a user's profile using a ; 
random number generator to select an advertisement for output (col. 15, lines 33-65). Therefore; 
Frerichs implicitly teaches generating a number using a weighted random number generator. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of one ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated Frerichs 5 teachings of a system and method for 
downloading a plurality of advertisements to a memory storage that allows advertisements to be: 
randomly selected based upon a user profile using a random number generator with the Hamlin, : 
for the purpose of providing the user with targeted advertisements and/or messages and allowing 
a user to receive target information in an easy and cost effective manner [see Frerichs, Col. 2, 
lines 56-60]. Thus, Hamlin provides the motivation to combine by utilizing survey conductor \ 
server to store a plurality of survey as well as fielding the survey to a group of target users on the 
network and providing the client with the results of the survey in a timely and efficient manner ; 
[see Hamlin, paragraphs 0028, 0053 and 0147-0149]. 



Response to Arguments 



3. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 and 21-46 have been considered but 



are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



4. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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